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e S OMEEE (330) : We have analyzed factors that are predictive of response to
peg—interferon plus ribavirin in chronic hepatitis C using data mining method. We found
that hepatic steatosis, lower LDL-cholesterol level, higher glucose level and higher GGT
level was predictive of poor virological response during the early treatment period. The
HCV sequences in the ISDR and Core 70 was predictors of response independently of other
factors. In 2009, a SNP near the IL28B was found to be most closely associated with the
response to interferon therapy. We found that while IL28B was associated with the
probability of viral decline, ISDR was a predictor of SVR independently of IL28B since
ISDR was related to relapse of hepatitis. In the search for the factors associated with
HCC development, lower albumin, higher FIB-4 index, hepatic steatosis and hyperglycemia
was identified as a significant predictor. Hyperglycemia and hepatic steatosis was
related to HCC development independent of liver fibrosis. Whether thee metabolic features
could be the target for therapeutic intervention to reduce the incidence of HCC awaits
further investigation.
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