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The effect and function of co-stimulatory molecules (B7 family
molecules) on myeloma
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The results of our study suggest that the expression of some molecules belonging to the B7 family on
myeloma cells is induced or enhanced in the bone marrow microenvironment and that these molecules
inhibit the proliferation of myeloma-specific cytotoxic T cells directly or indirectly. Furthermore, these
B7 molecules are associated with tumor proliferation and the inhibition of tumor cell apoptosis.
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