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Some evidences have suggested that CD133/Promininl is a marker for a subset of cancer stem like
cells in solid tumors. Our study for the first time provided evidence that CD133 positive cancer stem
cells display capability on tumorigenesis and resistance to glivec. CD133 is expressed in the minority of
GISTs, suggesting a novel, additional standard marker for identifying cancer stem cells (CSCs). Future
studies should focus on the role of CD133 in the pathogenesis of GIST and subsequently on its potential

to act as a molecular target for adjuvant therapy with new molecular antitumor agents.
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