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A role of MMP family molecules in remodeling ECM and advancing calcification
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An organ culture system to nodel the physiological calcification
process was designed using rat enmbryonic calvaria as a device for
analyzing its nechanism Standardized calvarial explants were
di ssected fromrat enbryos aged day 18 and cultured for 1, 3, and 5
days. The Ca content was examned wth atomc absorption
spectrophotonetry and di stribution of Ca and t he concentrati on of Ca,
P and C were exam ned with von Kossa stai n and/ or SEM EDX. The result
i ndi cates that the organ culture systemusing E18 cal varia is useful
for nodeling of the physiological calcification process in vitro.
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