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WFZERC R OB (330) : This study investigated the perceptions of nurses and nursing
practice in end-of-life situations in the intensive care unit (ICU). Semi-structured
interviews and anonymous questionnaires were used survey ICU nurses. Nursing practices
in decision—making involved “reconsideration of treatment strategies with the family”,
“teamwork with medical workers besides nursing staff and doctor”, and “being an agent
between the doctor and family” . In addition, nurses felt a dilemma due to the fact that
decision—making was performed according to the wishes of the family, regardless of whether
the wishes of the patient were known. A quality of dying and death questionnaire was then
created with the permission of the ICU-QODD (Quality of dying and death) in the United
States. A questionnaire survey was also conducted in general hospitals. “Difficulties
providing end-of-1life care” and evaluation of “quality of dying and death” by nurses
were revealed. Relationships between the results, recognition of medical care for
end-of-life patients and difficulties in decision—making were analyzed.
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