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WFZER R OMEE (3530) @ We tried to investigate independent genetic risk factors for
radiographic progression in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients. Sharp/ van der Heijde
score of hands at b—year disease duration, which represents joint damage, were measured
retrospectively and used as an outcome variable in 865 Japanese RA patients. The number
of SE alleles and risk alleles of peptidyl arginine deiminase type IV gene had significant
impact on progressive joint destruction, as well as following non—genetic factors: higher
mean DAS28, ACPA positive, female sex and younger age of onset
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