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WFER SR OMEE (J53C) @ This research examined the politics of motherhood in Toni
Morrison’ s fiction fromahistorical perspective, taking into consideration the abundant
motherhood discourse produced during 19" century America including the concept of

“Republican motherhood,” and the historical relationship between black women and the
mainstream motherhood ideology. Contemporary black literary works produced after the
civil rights movement and feminism movement have attempted to introduce a definition of
motherhood distinctive to African American women. At the same time, however, authors
such as Toni Morrison uses the mainstream motherhood ideology when dealing with delicate
issues such as interracial violence under slavery, both to reveal and criticize the
existing gender and racial problems in the American society today.
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