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FeRk RO (J30) : This research was carried out with the main focus on the
following two points which will lead to the new character of case marking system in
early old and old Japanese.

(1) Active-inactivity of case markers, wo, si, 1.

(2) Active-inactivity of a case marking system that consists of null arguments in

main clauses.

Differing from modern Japanese, in early old Japanese case particle wo marks not only
objects but also subjects of inactive intransitive verbs. Case particle si, which is
peculiar to early old Japanese, marks only internal arguments in the same way as wo.
Therefore, wo and si are characterized as an inactive marker. Case particle 7 marks
only subjects of transitive verbs and active intransitive verbs. Therefore, 7 is
characterized as an active marker. On the other hand, I discussed a case system of
main clauses that consists of null arguments in old Japanese. The conclusion is
summed up in the following. The case system of main clauses in old Japanese is a
system that neither accusative nor ergative, but rather a system that conceptually
neutralizes this division, a system unmarked as to accusative or ergative.
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