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FFZER F OB (F30) : This research examines the significance of the revision of Unfair Competition
Prevention Act in 2009 concerning trade secrets protection under the Japanese criminal law system. It
mainly demonstrates the following two important points. First, whereas the original meaning of the
penal provision for the infringement on trade secrets, newly established in the Unfair Competition Act in
2003, was to protect them in order to prevent unfair competition, the revision in 2009 should be
understood as reducing the meaning and as bringing about a new sense of protecting trade secrets as
“property.” Second, as a result of this change, there occurs an important inconsistency between the
revised Act in 2009 and the Penal Code that does not give legal protection to information as such.
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