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This study analyzes the meaning of evidential fact at criminal proof. A fact from
which ultimate fact is inferred directly will be called the first evidential fact. At least
the prosecution is obliged to prove the first evidential fact beyond reasonable doubt if
he wants fact-finder to infer ultimate fact from the first evidential fact. This means
that only the first evidential fact which is proved beyond reasonable doubt can
participate in the overall estimation for inferring ultimate fact. This method can
prevent leap in inference which threatens to convict the innocent.
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