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Quantitation of carbohydrate homing-receptor molecules on helper
memory T cells for evaluation of severity of bronchial asthma.
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Helper T (Th) cells are involved in pathogenesis of bronchial asthma. We previously
reported that pulmonary homing of Th cells are mediated by a specific carbohydrate
adhesion molecule. In this study, we quantitated the expression levels of the molecule
on peripheral Th cells in asthmatic patients and normal controls. The levels in patients
were significantly increased. The levels were also elevated in patients of atopic
dermatitis, the pathogenesis of which is similar to bronchial asthma. These results
suggest potential utility of quantitation of the carbohydrate molecule for evaluation
of severity of the diseases.
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