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WEFERE S OMESE (3£30) : In recent years, the lowering of the age of the inflammatory bowel
disease is advanced and it is thought that the change in eating habits and the hygienic
environment takes part greatly. The objective of this study was to examine the change
in immunity and the efficacy of immunomodulatory agents in pediatric inflammatory bowel
disease in developing process. Significant elevation of serum I1-4 and I1-6 levels was
detected at the acute phase of pediatric UC and CD patients compared with levels at the
remission. The mucosal expression of GATA-3 and STAT-4 were significantly enhanced in
the acute phase of pediatric UC patients compared with normal mucosa. These results
suggest that IL-4 and its signaling molecule GATA-3, as well as the Thl signaling molecule
STAT-4, are involved in the pathogenesis of acute phase of pediatric UC. The doses of
6-MP need to maintain remission in Japanese children are lower than those reported in
Western countries. However, 6-TGN concentrations in this population are higher than those
previously reported. It is thought to be affected by the differences in racial
metabolizing and the usage of other medicines
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Ohtsuka Y, Fujii T, et al. Monitoring
6-thioguanine nucleotide concentrations
in Japanese children and adolescents
with inflammatory bowel disease. J
Gastroenterol Hepatol 2010 in press
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