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Role of cholesterol in development of serotonergic and dopaminergic systems.
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We examined the role of cholesterol and serotonin in prenatal brain development. A
moderate level of cholesterol deficiency during the prenatal period did not affect
development of the serotonergic and dopaminergic systems in rat fetuses. However, rats
exposed to a inhibitor of an enzyme for serotonin synthesis showed a increased reactivity
to conditioned fear during an elevated T-maze behavioral test. Prenatal brain serotonin

might affect the sensitivities to adverse stimuli after birth.
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