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WFZER R OMEBE (3230) : Discrimination of high risk patients with head and neck squamous
cell carcinoma who result in having distant metastasis is essential for the improvement
of their prognosis. We therefore tried to establish a new method to distinguish such
high risk patients from the others using quantitative analysis of circulating tumor cells
in peripheral blood of patients with head and neck squamous cell carcinoma. Preliminary
examination using established head and neck squamous cell carcinoma cells diluted with
normal blood revealed that it is possible to quantify the tumor cells. We analyzed the
circulating tumor cells in peripheral blood of patients with head and neck squamous cell
carcinoma who underwent the first line treatment in our institution, just before and after
the treatment. Unfortunately, however, tumor cells were not detected as expected.
Further investigation will be needed.
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