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WFZER S OBEE (53C) : Focusing on the role that Sardono played in history of modern
Indonesian dance, I conducted fieldwork in Indonesia and researches in Japan to collect
materials and interview with Sardono and related people. I obtained video recordings of
performances which were relatively well-kept, along with detailed chronology and rare
books by/on Sardono. The interviews revealed many facts which are inconsistent with Sal
Murgiyanto’s account widely shared and regarded authoritative. As result I would say
Sardono and contemporary Indonesian dance should be historicized in relation to political
situation and social change in Indonesia, rather than with too much emphasis on purely
artistic influence of American modern dance.
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