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The Composite Social Structure of Early Modern Japanese Megacities and Their
Place in Global History: An Analysis from the Perspective of Documents and
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Since the 1970s, early modern Japanese urban history has undergone three
phases of development. Building on the findings of those earlier phases, this project has deepened
research on the early modern Japanese megacity by reanalyzing the history of the neighborhood and
thereby clarifying the megacity’ s composite social structure, elucidating the social structure of
the city’ s margins using village documents, and conducting comparative research on premodern cities

elsewhere in Asia. In the first case, we clarified the neighborhood’ s characteristics by
analyzing the administrative system in Osaka’ s Hinayacho neighborhood. In the second case, we used
sources from Namba Village to elucidate the structure of local society in the vicinity of Dotonbori
Canal and Rrocess whereby urban characteristics penetrated village society. In the third case, we
clarified the unique features of the early modern Japanese city by conducting comparative analyses

of Osman, Chinese, and Indian cities.
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