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Transnational history of the phenomenology of religion

Fujiwara, Satoko
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The phenomenology of religion was established in the mid-20th century as a
unique approach to the study of religion within the field of religious studies. However, it later
declined after being criticized as “ unscientific” due to its theological orientation and lack of
empirical basis. The same criteria were applied to Asian scholars by European scholars, and Japanese

religious studies were also categorized as “ unscientific’ and backward. Against this backdrop,
this collaborative research project has proposed to historicize the term “ science,” instead of
using it as an essentialistic label. That is, it has reconstructed the attempts by individual
phenomenologists of religion to “ scientize” their scholarly endeavors through transnational
movement and exchanges.
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