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The Birth of Sacred Places in Southeast Asia: A Study of the Buddhist Cultural
Exchange Network from antiquity to early modernity
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We investigated how Indian Buddhist sacred sites were received in Southeast

Asia, focusing on the Buddha"s footprints and Bodhgaya sacred sites. When theravada Buddhism was
accepted in Myanmar (Bagan) and Thailand (Sukhothai), pseudo-Buddhist sacred sites were established
in both countries. After the research of the footprint of Buddha in Thailand influenced by Sri Lanka
and Myanmar, we revealed new categorizations of the footprints. We also studied the creation of a
new Buddhist sacred site in Thailand during the Ayutthaya dynasty, its worship by the royal family,
and the continuation of the faith during the Rattanakosin dynasty.
Our investigation of the footprints of the Buddha found in Bodh Gaya and a small model of the large
tem?le built there pointed out a close relationship with Myanmar (Bagan) in terms of its design and
style.
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