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Developing and validating an online tool for learning and teaching how to write
summaries in English
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The purpose of the present study was to design and develop an online module
for the undergraduate-level instruction and formative assessment of summary writing skills, which
are essential for academic work and research activities in a second language. This module,
W-Writing, delivers four different types of content feedback on learner-generated summaries during
the revision stage. By adopting a mixed-methods research design, a series of empirical validation
studies have yielded evidence supporting the quality of the feedback delivered in this module and
its use In academic writing courses at universities in Japan.
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