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Fundamentals and developments for Chinese diplomatics based on an analysis of
historical papers
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In this study, based on the precedent of Japanese diplomatics (paleography),
we attempt to gather various quantitative and qualitative data on the paper of Chinese historical
documents by means of 1. organoleptic observation, 2. measurement of physical quantities, 3. optical

observation. Quantitative data is more objective and verifiable; thus, this can complement
traditional research methods based on the theory of Chinese diplomatics (paleography). Future
research on Chinese historical documents and the systematization of Chinese diplomatics require a
fusion of micro and macro perspective research. The former is the research based on the analysis of
data obtained from such paper surveys. The latter, on the other hand, refers to the clarification of
the philosophy and institutional framework background of the historical document system. To achieve
this objective, we tried to accumulate basic data by paper surveys in Japan and abroad, mainly at
the Bibliotheque Nationale de France.
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