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A Study of the Dunhuang Oasis Area from the Perspective of the Cave Temples
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This study aimed to reconstruct the historical image of the Dunhuang Oasis
region by treating Buddhist cave temples as historical materials and conducting comprehensive
analyses based on overseas surveys. During the period when travel to China was restricted due to
infectious diseases, we investigated relevant materials in museums and libraries in Europe and the
United States. Notably, the research in the United States allowed us to meticulously record and
analyze valuable Dunhuang paintings. After the travel restrictions were lifted, we conducted on-site

surveys of the caves around Dunhuang in Gansu Province, China. During these surveys, we observed
the murals and inscriptions inside the caves and organized the environmental context of their
locations. In particular, we investigated the previously undisclosed Changma Caves and obtained
valuable data. Through these activities, we have laid the foundation for constructing a new
historical image of the Dunhuang Oasis region.
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