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Stable isotoEe analysis on the estimates of diet and sex of human skeletal
remains of the Jomon period

Kusaka, Soichiro
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The purpose of this study was to reconstruct in detail the diet and sex
of the people during the Jomon period by conducting stable isotope analysis of human bones excavated
in Honshu, Japan. We prepared ion-exchange columns to extract zinc and magnesium from bone samples.
Zinc and magnesium isotope analyses of Jomon period human and animal bones were conducted. The
results suggest that zinc isotope analysis may be used to evaluate the trophic level of food
resources consumed by the Jomon people. It was found that several issues need to be overcome in the
future regarding the identification of food resources and sex using magnesium and iron isotopes.
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