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Anthropological and bioarchaeological study of the human skeletal remains of the
Incipient Jomon period from the Hinata cave site

Sawada, Junmei
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Human and animal bones from the Hinata Cave in Yamagata Prefecture, which
were excavated in the 1950s and stored in a museum without being given a dating date, were dated by
AMS dating and confirmed to contain material from the Incipient Jomon Period (late Pleistocene), 13,
000 to 11,000 years ago. Our study has revealed that mitochondrial DNA was detected in several human

bones from the Incipient and early stage of the Initial Jomon Period and that the haplogroups can
be regarded as ancestral types of haplogroups widely found in Jomon period humans and the presence
of many animal bones from the Late Pleistocene and early Holocene periods that can be used as

reference samples for interpreting the results of stable isotope diet analysis of human bones from
that time.
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