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This study examined how the "places” (ba in Japanese) surrounding the battle
sites and remains in the fierce Pacific War evoke memories and emotions of people living in the
present. Specifically, we analyzed the possession of old soldiers in Okinawa, an association that
travels Guadalcanal in Solomon Islands to gather the remains, tourism at the old battlefield on
Mariana Islands and Peleliu in Belau, and memorial monuments on Tarawa in Kiribati. In this study,
we have revealed specific aspects of how people (i.e., memorial groups, local people, families of
soldiers, volunteers for gathering remains, etc.) imagine past tragic events, arouse feelings of
grief, and sometimes upset in the mixture of emotions in the “ places” .
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