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Research on career choices and lifestyle attitudes of high school students:
Understanding long-term changes through a school panel survey

Ojima, Fumiaki
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The purpose of this research is to conduct the fourth school panel survey of
third-year high school students that began in 1981, and to clarify changes in high school students®
school life and career choices over the past 40 years. This study surveyed senior students at 17

high schools. It was confirmed that while students are becoming more fulfilled with their studies at
school, they are also becoming more multi-channeled in their lifestyles so that they can enjoy life
outside of school. Regarding career aspirations, high school students became less
moratorium-oriented, and while they were more safety-oriented, they became more status-oriented, and
social changes had a strong influence on high school students’ thought. Furthermore, regional
comparisons revealed a multilayered structure that creates urban-rural disparities in educational
opportunities.
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49.8 50.9 48.2 47.1 53.7 53.7
485 48.7 43.6 439 46.3 44.2
30.7 20.4 218 379 32.0 193
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243 30.9 30.0 255 26.9 23.8
373 38.1 50.2 235 345 411
134 20.4 105 216 121 73
8.2 9.6 6.6 12.9 112 5.6
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ER#MBHE X FRERE (N=197) 17.3 15.7 67.0
FE=ARHEHE x KFERE (N=733) 14.5 18.0 67.5
FE=KEPHE < IERFFAE (N=398) 16.8 229 60.3
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