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Development of an assessment and education program for foreign children in Japan
to promote language acquisition and smooth the transition from ECE to

elementary school education

Okamoto, Hiroko
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The purpose of this study was to develop a practical language education
program for non-native Japanese speaking children living in Japan to improve language skills as a
foundation for learning and facilitate a smooth transition from early childhood education to
elementary school education.

First, the problems faced by non-native Japanese-speaking parents and children were revealed. In
addition, through observations of ECE and elementary school in multicultural settings in Europe and
Japan, it was suggested that providing continuous instruction according to each child"s second
language skills, creating a comfortable environment for children to speak their native language, and

providing support to parents in their native language were important. Finally, based on these
findings, we developed a scale for ECE teachers to assess non-native Japanese children®s language
abilities so that ECE teachers would be able to share the children®s development with elementary
school teachers.
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