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Development of word learning based on estimation of others®™ intended actions: An
extension of social pragmatic approach

Kobayashi, Harumi
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The purpose of this study was to clarify whether children®s ability to
notice if others® actions are rational or deviant is linked to inferring others” intentions and
facilitating word learning. In the first study, we examined whether children associate the
deliberate action of an experimenter touching and making small circular motions with their fingertip

on parts of an object while naming it (using part names) with learning those part names. In the
second study, we investigated whether children could use both the contact pointing gesture (touching
parts of an object with the fingertip) and the experimenter®s gaze shifts to estimate others”
actions. From these studies, it was found that children have the ability to learn words from
estimating others®™ actions, and that this ability changes with development.
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