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The neural basis of intention understanding, which has been studied mainly
in primates, including humans, was addressed by setting up behavioural experiments in rodents. As a
result, we succeeded in developing behavioural experiments in rats and mice, which are model animals
for human behaviour. In addition, we were able to observe behavioural disorders in autistic model
mice in those behavioural experiments, demonstrating the validity of the task. The developed
behavioural experiments were then used to promote experiments on the local disruption of brain
regions related to the social brain and experiments on the recording of neural activity. In
particular, we have been able to study the cingulate gyrus in rodents, which is increasingly
understood as the neural basis of cognition, emotion and social behaviour in humans.
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