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Building a theory of Japanese urban spatial history: from the early modern
period to the 20th century
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Built Environment

The aim of this research was to historically elucidate the ﬁrocess of
formation, maintenance and transformation of urban space in Japan and to describe the history of
urban space based on the creation of urban maps. The research period was four years, with the first
year mainly devoted to the comprehensive collection of previous studies on urban space, and from the
second year onwards, specific drawing work was carried out, including on the megacities of Kyoto,
Osaka and Edo. In parallel with this, study groups were held several times each year, and
researchers working on the history of urban space were invited to attend the study groups, where the
methodology of diagramming urban space was actively discussed.
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