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Curcumin _is a plant-derived secondary metabolite exhibiting antitumor,
neuroprotective, anti-diabetic activities, and so on. We previously isolated Escherichia coli
exhibiting curcumin-converting activity, and discovered an enzyme showing this activity (CurA) and
named it NADPH-dependent curcumin/dihydrocurcumin reductase.

In order to elucidate novel microbial metabolic pathways of curcumin, here, we identified new
metabolic intermediate metabolites of curcumin, and analyzed another enzyme exhibiting
curcumin-converting activity different from that of CurA.
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