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Induced defense of tea leaf by tortricid moth oviposition

Kainoh, Yooichi
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In the host finding of Ascogaster reticula, we found that the induction of
tea leaves by the egg-laying of the host moth causes chemical changes that are important as a cue to
find host"s surroundings. From a molecular biological approach, we found that elicitor derived from
the reproductive organs of the host moth elicited induction in tea leaves and altered tea leaves as
a result of expression of JA and ET signaling genes, which are known as defense genes. These
results indicate that induction by host oviposition helps A. reticulata to find the hosts.
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