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Elucidation of hotspot formation mechanism of marine top predators in the waters
around Shiretoko

Mitani, Yoko

13,800,000

This study aims to clarify the formation mechanism of hotspots around the

Shiretoko Peninsula, a World Natural Heritage site, i.e., how the physical characteristics of the
sea affect the distribution of plankton and fish and create hotspots where top predators gather.
This will contribute to fisheries management that aims to balance biodiversity and fisheries. The
results of oceanographic observations and sighting surveys using research vessels and watching boats
suggest that the Sea of Okhotsk along the Hokkaido coast in summer is an important foraging area
for top predators due to the presence of multiple different water masses and complex bottom
topography, which create a diverse environment.
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