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The significance of macrophages in anti-cancer immune responses
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The role of macrophages in various cancers was clarified. Through
organ-transversal studies, it was revealed that tumor-associated macrophages act suppressively
against cancer immunity. On the other hand, macrophages present in the lymph nodes were suggested to

have a role in activating cancer immunity as antigen-presenting cells. The identification of
compounds that induce the activation of both tumor-associated macrophages and lymph node sinus
macrophages was also conducted, and their anti-tumor effects were demonstrated through animal
experiments (preclinical trials).
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