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This study aims to clarify how surveillance was conducted by the colonial
states in Asia and Africa from the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century to
maintain public order and prevent public health threats. The results obtained from this research
show that the police, military, and colonial medical and public health departments, which were
responsible for collecting information, an important prerequisite for surveillance, attempted to
gather, organize, and utilize information and data using fingerprints, photographs, vital
statistics, and other technologies, and that censorship played a major role in the collection of
information on the security field. Even though the colonial states set up the scheme of collecting
information and surveillance, it was very difficult for them to monitor and control the targets who
went out of sight of the colonial states by crossing colonial borders.
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