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Changes of hardwood forest use for mushroom log and restructure of alternative
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Regarding the impact of the nuclear power plant accident on the economic
cycle of logs, the following issues were identified: (1) The decrease in the number of producers in
eastern Japan, the aging of the population, the increasing size of logging forests due to neglect,
the structural transformation of logging economy due to the biomass power generation utilities that
are developing mainly in Fukushima, and the pros and cons of biomass utilization in high radiation
exposure areas, (2) The aging of the producers is also affected by the volatility of softwood log
prices, and the issue of wide-area log transfers is becoming more and more significant.

Monitoring of hardwood forests in the low-dose zone confirmed that radioactive cesium was
circulating between tree trunks and soil within the forest while decreasing, and that the
concentration of radioactive cesium in logs and transfer to shiitake mushrooms had partially reached

levels below the provisional food standard values.
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