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A comparative study on regional economic integration, peasant social economy and
resource conservation in East Africa

UEDA, Gen
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This study conducted multi-sited fieldwork to investigate the regional and
cross-border movement of agricultural, forestry, and dairy products within the integrated East
African market. It analyzed the interconnection of production areas and distribution centers,
facilitating product supply even in off-seasons. The research highlighted how this connectivity
impedes the socio-economic progress of smallholders in less developed areas outside primary
production zones. Moreover, it examined a policy initiative distributing improved wheat seeds freely

in Tanzania"s southern highlands, alongside cross-border trade stimulated by regional economic
integration, to understand its impact on smallholder livelihoods. Through questionnaire surveys and
qualitative comparative analysis (QCA), the study illustrated how the effects of national policies,

influenced by local authorities, vary based on the diverse decision-making behaviors of
smal lholders.
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(Lee and Gambiza 2022: 219)
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