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Researching archives that contribute to the heritage and creative use of
patterns for dyeing documented in Katagami

Ikeda, Minako
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This research is a response to the question of "how to archive traditional
industries that have been handed down to the present day as resources for Japanese design in a form
that can be utilised creatively, and how to preserve them for the future while establishing them as
industries’ . The research explored how archives can be used in the creative practice of design
from the perspective of cultural transmission and development. Based on this, a total of 2,026 items

of Chusen Katagami and designs owned by a long-established dyeing wholesaler in Tokyo were
digitised, the information readable from the Katagami was organised together with images, and a
database incorporating image analysis using Al was created. The database can be useful for
understanding and evaluating the cultural background and formative characteristics of patterns, and
for restoring damaged Katagami.
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