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According to a survey of Buddhist temples in the Koshinetsu, Tokai, and

Kinki regions, just under 60% of the temples have an annual income of 5 million yen or less, and
many temples have seen their income decrease compared to before the COVID-19 pandemic. As the number
of parishioners continues to decline, some head priests want temples to merge or dissolve. In
addition, there are statistical differences due to regional characteristics and religious sects in
terms of temple events, mutual assistance between temples, and the amount of donations. According to

interviews conducted with temple affiliates in Shizuoka Prefecture, parishioners feel that
participating in family temple events gives them a sense of purpose in life. However, most of them
are elderly people, leaving the future of the family temple to the next generation, many of whom
have left their hometowns and are less concerned with the preservation of these family temples.
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