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Analysis of argument forms about tolerance and intolerance : On the case of the
Enlightenment philosopher Mendelssohn
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Religious tolerance is an idea that played an important role in the entering
of modern Jewish people into the European world. In this study, I analyzed the debate over "
tolerance™ and "intolerance™ in the complex social context of the time, taking Moses Mendelssohn, a
famous Jewish philosopher in 18th century Germany, as a specific example. 1 clarified how
Mendelssohn developed a counter-discourse to the intolerance of the outer Christian society. He was
sensitive to the fact that the popular term "tolerance"” at the time was based on assimilationism on
the part of the majority. This is what can be characterized as a permission conception of tolerance
(terminology by Rainer Forst).
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