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The importance of classics in the humanities is widely acknowledged by
scholars. However, there is not a common understanding of how to revitalize classics for
contemporary relevance. Traditional exegetical studies provide an indispensable foundation for
understanding classics, but they are insufficient for connecting them to the present day. This study

explores avenues for bridging classics to the contemporary context by using Immanuel Kant’ s "
Critique of the Power of Judgment,”™ a classic in aesthetics, as a case study. Rather than treating
it merely as a historical text from two centuries ago, this study aims to actively integrate it into
contemporary aesthetics theory. It attempts to construct a model for revitalizing classics and has
been published in "Aesthetics™ (The University of Tokyo Press).
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