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Schubert and Antiquity: Gnosis, Tragedy and Platon-reception
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My study clarified three influences of the Antique, which was widespread in
the 18th-century Europa, on Schubert: (1) Aesthetics of Plato, especially his Phaedrus and
Symposium, presented in Schubert’ s music and his essays, as Liebe (translation of eros). (2) The
Gnosis, which was widespread under the religious liberalism of Vienna, deeply influenced Schubert’ s

oeuvre, especially through his close friend, Johann Mayrhofer. (3) The idea of tragedy, which is
incompatible to Christian salvation in Vienna, was one of the most important aspects in Schubert’ s
musical philosophy.
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