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This study examines the cultural support of William Sturgis Bigelow
(1850-1926), the trustee of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, to Japan and the United States,
focusing on the formation and positioning of the Japanese art collection at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston, particularly in relation to Buddhist thought.

The report,"Communivation to the Trustees" of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (1904) was taken up
to clarify Bigelow"s support of the Japanese Art Department and its achievements.

In addition, based on the relationship with Sakurai Keitoku of Homyo-in, Onjoji-temple, from whom
received Buddhist teachings during Bigelow"s visit to Japan, a survey report was compiled by
organizing and deciphering modern materials such as letters and journals of Bigelow, Ernest
Fenollosa, Machida Hisanari, Okakura Kakuzo(Tenshin), and others that remain at Homyo-in.
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