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This research project conducted a comparative study on mural paintings on
both religious and domestic buildings in colonial India and Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), focusing on
their subject matter and stylistic characteristics that implied religious nationalism in the
respective regions - Hinduism in India and Theravada Buddhism in Ceylon. Particularly in the
project, build heritage that were patronised by mercantile comminities who rose their social status
with great success in the colonial economic system was extensively researched to reveal
inteconnections of visual reperesentations, politics, and socio economy in colonial South Asia. As a

result, this four-year project revealed that religious nationalism and visual culture both in India
and Ceylon were strengthened through mercantile patronisation for art and politics that was
reflected in murals.
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