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Study of the Choice of Variants and Improvisational Expression in the
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This study considered the performance expression in the works of Fryderyk
Chopin, particularly in terms of variant choice and improvisational expression. Using the four
Ballades as an example, it first set up the checkpoints for the performance expressions of the
participants in the 18th International Chopin Piano Competition to determine at what points variants
were chosen. Then, based on the checkpoints, actual performances were analyzed to clarify what kind
of tendencies existed. It also obtained the list of the editions used by the participants of the
18th International Chopin Piano Competition and the 1st International Chopin Competition on Period
Instruments, and offered the detailed analysis as data and identified trends in usage.
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