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While comparing recent evolutionarK approaches to consciousness, we
conducted an original analysis based on the knowledge of the philosophy of biology. Although it is
generally claimed that the consciousness seen in vertebrates is homologous, it has also been pointed
out that the neural basis of consciousness differs among species. We argued that this situation is
reasonably understandable given the hierarchy-relative nature of homology in general. We also
critically examined and then rejected the views that link consciousness to contributions to survival
or to advanced reporting abilities. After that, we presented a new view that linked consciousness
to agency. Based on this view, consciousness is to be understood as providing the background for the

living individual as an agent to flexibly and actively choose actions within its own environment
and according to its own reasons and purposes.
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