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The research focuses on pre-Harlem Renaissance African American writers like

Hallie Q. Brown, Henrietta V. Davis, Pauline E. Hopkins, and Alice Dunbar-Nelson. While the Harlem
Renaissance is defined as a blossoming of African American cultural production starting in the
1920s, more scholars now find the preceding period equally culturally significant. Building on such
scholarship, this research revealed how at the turn of the century African American women, through
scholarly lectures, dramatic elocutions, poetry readings, and musical performances, played an
essential role in forming the foundation for the Harlem Renaissance as well as American literary and
performative culture.
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