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This study has allowed us to shed light on the formation of Scottish
national identity in the process of transoceanic migration in the 19th century. In particular, by
analyzing autobiographical novels by R.M. Ballantyne, an adventure novelist for boys born in
Edinburgh, and the discourses of contemporaneous Scottish adventurers such as John Rae, who headed
north in the initiative of Hudson"s Bay company, we have confirmed how Scots who explored the
northern seas established their identities. These analyses reveal that Scottish identity formation
was a unique attempt to preserve Scottishness while assimilating to the North, rather than to
differentiate themselves from others.
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