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Through clarifying the concept of the "invasion narrative” and situating it
historically, this study elucidates the profound influence that such narratives exerted on major
20th-century writers. | examined a range of authors, from Naturalist writers such as Frank Norris
and Jack London to Realist authors like Henry James and Edith Wharton, as well as Modernist writers
including Ernest Hemingway. By analyzing their works through the lens of the invasion narrative,
this research illuminates how fears and anxieties surrounding imperial aggression and the violation
of territorial sovereignty fundamentally shaped the literary imagination of this era. In doing so,
it makes a novel contribution to our understanding of the complex interplay between geopolitical
forces and cultural production in the pivotal decades bracketing the turn of the 20th century.
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