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The intellectual-historical genealogy of Musil®s "Distant Love*"
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The initial goal was to introduce the perspective of * distant love
derived from troubadours into the study of Musil®s “ The Man Without Qualities” , which has
conventionally been discussed in terms of the existence of incest, and to clarify the spirituality
of brother-sister love in “ The Man Without Qualities” , but in the course of the research it was
discovered that brother-sister love is not pure ‘ spiritual love’ but a higher spirituality that
does not exclude sexual love either. This revealed that brother-sister love is a search for * right
love’ connected to Ulrich®s search for * right life’ in the first volume, and from there, it
provided clues to why the issue of love is constantly associated with mysticism and considered as a
moral issue in the novel.
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