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This research ﬁroject examines the reception and impact of The Song of
Roland, the most famous medieval French epic, in modern Japan. In particular, it clarifies how The
Song of Roland was interpreted and introduced under the influence of themes such as "defeat" and "
destruction” through the image of "bushido™ and Japanese war tales from before to after WWIl. In the

process, it investigates and reevaluates the achievements of scholars such as Ban Takeo and Sato
Teruo, who played a significant role in introducing, translating, and researching The Song of Roland

in Japan. It also looks at the postwar adaptation as children®s literature and shows how the work
was widely accepted in Japanese society throughout the 20th century.
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The past as a source of imagination and inspiration
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